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The Longleaf Alliance

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

The Longleaf Alliance (TLA) is unique in that we are the only
organization solely focused on conserving the longleaf pine
ecosystem. These working forest systems provide a myriad of
benefits ranging from economic products to plant and animal
biodiversity to ecosystem services like carbon sequestration and
watershed protection. Through our organizational and
collaborative work with partners and private landowners, TLA
is bringing positive change for this regional landscape using a
multilevel approach.

Our programs fall within one or more of our five Strategic
Priorities - Growing Awareness, Understanding Longleaf,
Improving Forest Health, Conserving Diverse Habitats, and
Expanding Ecosystems. Central to our work is our education
and outreach to raise awareness of the ecosystem and increase
the technical understanding of longleaf pine forests. We do this
through our Burner Bob® environmental education program,
our participation at public events, training courses like our
Longleaf Academy series, and the high-quality technical
assistance we offer daily to landowners and partners restoring
and managing longleaf. These programs have allowed us to
reach over 1 million people across our many outreach tools and
platforms in FY 2023.

Through the on-the-ground work of our staff, we are also
actively improving forest health by increasing the management
and restoration of the longleaf ecosystem and many of its rare
species. Over the last year, these efforts have resulted in 135,471
acres burned through prescribed fire, 40 Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers translocated, 28 acres of reticulated flatwoods
salamander habitat restored, and 85 acres of invasive species

CAROL DENHOF

treated. Through collaborative work with our partners, TLA
helped to put 342 acres of important habitat under conservation
easement in South Carolina. We are expanding the longleaf
ecosystem on public and private lands through tree planting.
In FY23, TLA provided assistance to plant 7.9M longleaf pine
seedlings across nearly 13,000 acres.

In FY 2023, The Longleaf Alliance allocated 93% of our
income to programs and services. While we are proud to
provide this level of support for the work we do for longleaf,
we also recognize the increasing need for general support from
TLA members and Conservation Partners that allows our
organization to run smoothly and efficiently. The cost of doing
business is continually increasing, just like the increasing costs
of living for individuals and families across the country, and we
are thankful for all who are dedicated to the mission of TLA
and have supported the organization over the last year. We
literally could not do what we do without your generosity. To
help cover our additional administrative costs, including the
production costs of this valuable publication, TLA will be
making changes in membership levels, magazine advertising,
and Conservation Partner incentives in 2024. These changes
will provide additional funding needed to allow our teams to
continue offering the same high-level science-based technical
assistance, outreach, and education that are so beneficial for
those restoring and managing longleaf.

We are grateful to have the commitment of dedicated
members and partners who believe in The Alliance and our day-
to-day work for this important ecosystem. Thank you!!
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MANAGEMENT CHECKLIST | WINTER

PLANTING LONGLEAF

* Site-Prep Burns: Usually, it is important to conduct a
site prep burn before planting longleaf. Site prep burns
can remove logging slash, lead to better planting jobs,
stimulate early growth by increasing available nutrients,
and decrease hot spots that may kill young seedlings
in subsequent burns. On deep sands or sites with little
logging slash, site-prep burns may not be needed; fuel
might be better saved until the first or second-year
burn.

Plant Early: Early planting is almost always better than
late planting to take advantage of the winter
precipitation, grow more roots, and maximize survival.
With containerized seedlings, proper planting depth
is the most critical factor for success.

GRASSTAGE STANDS

* Check Survival: Evaluate young stands to determine
one-year survival and ensure adequate stocking. Wait
until after the first frost when the grass stage longleaf
is more easily seen.

First Burn: Late December through the end of winter is
an excellent time to introduce fire in young, healthy
longleaf stands to help control unwanted pine
seedlings and other competition.

SAPLING & MATURE STANDS

* Prescribed Fire: Winter is also a prime time to conduct
fuel reduction burns in mature or sapling stands, but
use caution (or wait) when burning in drought-stressed
stands (most of the South this past year). When
reintroducing fire into a long-unburned stand, monitor
duff moisture to guide when to burn, and be ready to
do immediate mop-up.

Prune Longleaf: In some stands that lack fuels or have a
low stocking rate, mechanical pruning may be an
option to avoid the “old field” growth form. Winter is
the easiest time to prune, and it should be finished
before the spring green-up. Anticipate generating a
large volume of limbs. Pruning may not be

practical in a large stand.

Timber Thinning: Take advantage of dry conditions and
thin when the bark is less prone to slipping to minimize
equipment damage to your stand. Thinning in the
growing season is more likely to result in bark damage
from skidding leading to stress, beetles, loss, etc.

CONTROL COMPETITION

Herhicide Treatments: Basal bark and stem injection
herbicide treatments are typically the most effective at
controlling unwanted or invasive trees and shrubs
during the dormant season.

Mechanical Brush Management: It may be easier to reduce
heavy shrub layers during the cooler months. Allow time
to dry down the slash and follow up later with a
prescribed burn.

GROUNDCOVER & WILDLIFE

Plant Native Warm-Season Grasses: Late winter through
early spring is the recommended time to plant our native
understory species. Some plants require a cold-
stratification period and need to be planted earlier.

Install Nest Boxes: If you want more natural pest control
agents like kestrels and owls on your property, install
boxes early, as these are among the species that begin
nesting in winter.

WALK THE “LINE”

* Now is an excellent time to inspect your property lines

and freshen up boundary line markings. Take
advantage of the cooler weather and greater visibility in
the winter woods.

Reach out to
The Longleaf Alliance with any
longleaf management questions at
longleafalliance.org/contact.




STEVE MILLER, Arborist and Bartlett Champion
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My favorite thing about trees?
How much time have you got?

Steve Miller is a Bartlett Tree Experts champion. He, like all on his

team, is the best in the business. An expert who champions the L Oy BARTLETT
trees, landscapes and property investments of the customers in . TREE EXPERTS

his care. He leaves no detail unexplored and no question unanswered. = SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907
EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

Contact us today at 877-BARTLETT | bartlett.com The FA. Bartlett Tree Expert Company




Q&A
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FROM THE INBOX

A TREE CAN GO IN A LOT OF DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS

——————— ~-- FUELWOOD OR
| UNMERCHANTABLE
' WOOD
PULPWOOD & : e :
' + Chipping reduces harvesti
ENGINEERED L wmetbiut g Sttt hor
PRODUCTS --® ' other management activities
+ Produces paper, i + Smaller pine trees, mid-story
cardboard, fiberboard, i hardwoods, and residuals with
gon:td types of structural . no or low market value

* Premium wood product with
prices 30-50% higher than
sawtimber; oversized poles
often become pilings

+ Longleaf produces a higher
proportion of poles due to

+ Small or rough logs and
residuals have lower value

POLES & PILINGS - - ---
poles d

its inherent straightnessand
o e

+ Fuel chipping for biomass
energy available in some
markets

! LUMBER & SPECIALTY
- — PRODUCTS

* Includes chip and saw, saw

logs, and veneer (p

logs; certain parts of a log are

used for different products
s * Provide higher value, but
pricing (unless negotiated)
generally does not reflect
longleaf’s superior strength,
high density or straightness

Dear Longleaf Alliance,

I plan to embark on my first timber harvest in the near
future, and I have a great consulting forester who will walk
me through the process and facilitate the sale. However, as
a new forest landowner, I need some beginner information
to help me understand the value of my timber. Can you
break down the different products I might expect from my
stand?

Sincerely,
Forestry Newbie from Georgia

Dear Newbie,

We are glad to hear you have a trusted forester that you
are already working with — having their expertise to
manage your timber sale and harvest will provide peace of
mind, and their insight on local timber markets will
provide added value. We highly recommend that
landowners engage professional forester expertise whenever
selling timber.

Timber markets fluctuate due to local factors like
distance to mills, competition, weather, and broader
influences, including global product demand. Species, tree
quality and size, product type, acreage, location, site
conditions, markets, and harvesting restrictions all affect
the price paid to the landowner for standing timber, also
called “stumpage” prices. A forester’s professional
inventory of your timber quantifies what you propose to
sell, and what it should be worth.

[E]

Major products that can be produced from pine trees
include pulpwood, chip-n-saw, sawlogs, veneer logs, and
pilings or poles. Each product must meet specific
minimum size requirements and vary in value based on the
product, tree quality, and markets. Large, sound trees with
clear logs (logs without knots or branches) generally bring
the highest prices.

e Pulpwood includes both the smaller and rougher trees
(= 6” diameter at breast height or DBH for short) as
well as the topwood remaining once the higher value
products are sorted out. Pulpwood is chipped into
small pieces, chemically treated, and made into paper
and wood fiber-based products.

e Chip-n-saw trees (9-14” DBH) produce chips for
pulpwood as well as small dimension lumber like two-
by-fours.

e Sawtimber trees (= 14” DBH) are cut into lumber.
Value is dependent on tree quality — logs must be
straight, relatively free from knots, and have sound
wood. Waste material is converted into chips for fuel
or paper production.

e Veneer is produced from a tree (= 16” DBH,

clear/straight first log) by converting it to continuous
sheets of thin wood. Value is dependent on tree quality.
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® Poles are the blue-chip product from the straightest, \

defect free, and tight-grained timber that fits within .
the product specifications of length and diameter the Consultlng foresters Charge a percentage of the

pole mill is seeking. Longleaf produces a higher value of the timber sale as their commission for
percentage of quality poles than any other southern
pine species due to its inherent straightness and low taper. marketing timber. Their knowledge and

e Fuel chipping is another product that can help relationships with existing markets should earn
profitably utilize small, rough stems or even branches
that would otherwise be wasted. Biomass is used to more money than their fee, and likely more

produce pellets or fuel. .
than you would have profited on your own.
This quick summary is just hitting the basics of wood

products. Your tract location and haul distance to the various They can also gl'“de you to competent tax

mar_kets oftfsn deterrpine which ones are available. For more advice and be a valuable resource for your
beginner-friendly timber harvesting resources, we also
recommend contacting the forestry agency in your state for future restoration and management_

their expertise. An example of how they can help is “Selling
Your Timber” by the Georgia Forestry Commission. Many
states have similar but locally based variations on this |

information. @ X &."'!,i! @

Please reach out with any other questions as you continue o A p;‘.; .
this process and build upon your forestry landowner setds 3 -'a.:’ More helpful info from
knowledge. Don’t forget that your consulting forester has a z.g"“,. l!:'“'!:i Georgia Forestry
wealth of information and should be able and willing to b ”Egd::!"s'" A Commission's
explain any unclear terminology or steps. -:g._.; ﬂ‘ 3 Selling Your Timber
Sincerely, @ ' P
The Longleaf Alliance \

Pyotect /&M limbey investiment i’ﬁ-ﬁlay!

The team at Outdoor Underwriters has more than 30 years Available Coverages:
of experience in the outdoor insurance industry and have
designed programs to meet the needs of timberland owners _ o
nationwide. Protect your timber investment with coverage Timbertand Liability

from Qutdoor Underwriters. Tractors, ATV's & Implements

To learn more call 866.961.4101 or visit outdoorund.com and much more.... \}NDERWRITERS, INC

Hunt Lease Liability Insurance




By Julian Wilson, North Carolina Plant Conservation Program

PLANT SPOTLIGHT

Pyxidanthera brevifolia
Sandhills pyxie-moss
Diapensiaceae Family

A. Pin flags marking Sandhills pixie-moss slated for plant rescue at Fort Liberty { Katherine Cullata, NC Plant Conservation
Program} B. Small moss-like leaves {Katherine Cullata, NC Plant Conservation Program} C. Tiny flowers appear in late
winter to early spring (Emily Oglesby, North Carolina Botanical Garden}

Description

With its small evergreen leaves and strong resemblance to moss,
this tiny sub-shrub can be easy to miss at first glance! It is most
visible from February to March when the Sandhills pyxie-moss
blooms into a delightful carpet of miniscule white flowers, a
truly magical sight.

Distribution & Habitat

Sandhills pyxie-moss is found in sandhill and longleaf
pine/blackjack oak scrub habitats in six counties worldwide —
four in North Carolina and two in South Carolina. This
narrowly endemic species is listed as Threatened on the North
Carolina Protected Plant List, a subset of the species from
North Carolina Natural Heritage Program's List of Rare Plant
Species that have legal protections.

Like many rare plants in the longleaf ecosystem, significant
threats to the Sandhills pyxie-moss include fire suppression,
land-use conversion, and ground disturbance from activities
such as pine straw raking.

Similar Species

The Carolinas are also home to Pyxidanthera barbulata,
sometimes called flowering pyxie-moss, which appears similar
to Sandhills pyxie-moss but grows in a wider range of habitats
and has slightly larger leaves. Flowering pyxie-moss has a larger
distribution, also found in New York, New Jersey, and Virginia.

There is some debate about whether these are two species of
pyxie-moss, two varieties of one species, or just one species.
Regardless of its scientific classification, this adorable, rare
plant lives up to its magical name!

References

NatureServe. 2023. Pyxidanthera brevifolia. NatureServe
Explorer {web application}. NatureServe, Arlington,
Virginia. (explorer.natureserve.org, Accessed November
6, 2023)

LeGrand, H., B. Sorrie, and T. Howard. 2023. Vascular
Plants of North Carolina [web application}. North
Carolina Biodiversity Project and North Carolina State
Parks, Raleigh, North Carolina. (https://authl.dpr.nc-
parks.gov/flora/index.php, Accessed November 6, 2023)



%  Sensitive Pea, NC Ecotype

(Chamaecrista nictitans)

A legume that can help increase the
nitrogen availability in some soils,
attracts parasitoid wasps that control
plant-eating insects, and provides food
for quail, doves, and turkey.

ERNST 800-873-3321

SEEDS sales@ernstseed.com

https://fernstseed.co/adLL

R

CONTAINERBOARD

Catawba, SC
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By Karen Zilliox Brown, The Longleaf Alliance

Underplanting is the practice of introducing a new generation of trees under an existing overstory.

This could be done to convert the stand to a different species, sometimes called “conversion with

retention.” It can also be done with seedlings of the same species as the overstory if a multi-aged

stand is desired, but natural regeneration is insufficient to achieve this structure.

Objectives and Benefits

Underplanting is often considered if a landowner wishes to
avoid a clearcut-and-replant sequence. Underplanting
establishes a developing stand while the existing one still
stands, essentially getting a jump on the future rotation. This
approach keeps the look of a forest, rather than the poor
aesthetics of a clearcut, an important consideration if the stand
is in a conspicuous location or near a residence.

Retaining the overstory structure is not just for looks; it
provides habitat for a diversity of wildlife that may use
everything from the groundcover layer to the upper canopy.
The overstory trees also provide a fuel source in the form of pine
needle litter, allowing for future prescribed burning.
Maintaining fine fuels to carry fire can be difficult in other
replanting scenarios if the groundcover is depleted following
specific chemical site preparations or ground disturbances, like
scalping.

Getting Started

A fire-maintained stand may be the most important criterion
for considering underplanting, and the ability and willingness
to burn every 2-3 years must be proven prior to attempting this
technique.

Regular burning will prepare the area for underplanting by
favoring herbaceous species in the understory, reducing woody
encroachment, and preventing duff accumulation. A selective
herbicide, like hexazinone for oak control, can also be very
effective and compatible with longleaf restoration goals.

Frequent fire may be the single most important
indicator for success in establishing longleaf

through underplanting.

Thinning

The existing tree canopy can be retained at a range of
densities depending on the landowner’s goals and constraints.
Generally, reducing the overstory to 20-70 basal area (BA) is
recommended. The lower the remaining overstory, the more
light can reach the ground, and the better underplanted
seedlings can thrive.

Longleaf is considered shade-intolerant, meaning it will grow
in the shade but does best in full sunlight. Of course, so do



A. Six-year growth on underplanting longleaf B. 14-year-old longleaf just after loblolly removal C. Four-year-old planting
under open loblolly D. Very active slash pine regeneration

other undesirable plants. If loblolly or slash pine remains in the
overstory, a very active seed source is also retained. The natural
regeneration of these species can quickly overtake the stand,
and prescribed burning is the best management tool to tackle
this problem.

Even so, loblolly is a particularly aggressive seeder on prime
sites. Sandier sites, more suitable for longleaf, can abate some
of the pressure from loblolly recruitment and be better
candidates for this underplanting.

Longleaf Response

Longleaf seedlings are sensitive to competition, which affects
survival, establishment, and early growth. Underplanted
longleaf will likely remain in the grass stage longer than their
cutover counterparts. A lower residual basal area overhead will
favor better longleaf seedling growth. Longleaf survival may
not compare well to the cut-and-replant scenario; neither will
overall height growth year-for-year. But if the primary objective
is a continuous forest, this method provides a path.

Harvesting the Overstory

Once the remaining overstory has reached maturity or market
conditions are suitable, a harvest could be considered. More care

The Longleaf Leader | Winter 2024

will be needed to develop harvest plans, mark the timber to be
cut, and provide closer guidance on the harvest operations to
minimize damage to the developing stand below. The
developing stand may be 10 or 15 years old by this point, or
even older, and could be susceptible to breakage or injury from
equipment. The scale of this operation may be limiting for
loggers due to lower volume and contract complexity.

After the overstory has been taken off, the young stand will
be able to respond to the new conditions by strengthening
against wind exposure, expanding its canopies and volume, and
taking its place in the overstory.

What to Expect

Approach this technique with eyes open to the conditions
needed. There are unique challenges and setbacks to planting
longleaf in this way, and shortcuts in preparing the stand are
less forgiving than with other approaches.

If the landowner’s goals include bringing longleaf into an
existing stand or maintaining a continuous forest structure for
wildlife, aesthetics, or other reasons, then underplanting or
“slow conversion” can be a viable option with regular prescribed
fire management.

Photos by Karen Zilliox Brown
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TLA staff participated in numerous education programs in
2023, including leading the isolated wetlands station at the
Indigo Snake Festival in Alabama. {Kaiden Spurlock)

2023 | Highlights from The Longleaf Alliance

The Longleaf Alliance (TLA) is proud to share our
collective successes achieved in the restoration, stewardship,
and conservation of the longleaf pine ecosystem in 2023 from
Texas to Virginia. These advancements are only possible with
the trust, dedication, and generosity of members and
conservation partners. The Alliance’s G.U.I.LD.E.-ing
framework (Growing -Understanding - Improving - Diverse
- Ecosystems) identifies our key strategic longleaf objectives.

GROWING — We raise awareness, increase engagement,
and grow a love for longleaf across the range.

2023 marked an exciting milestone for The Longleaf
Alliance (TLA) and Burner Bob® as we celebrated the 5th
anniversary of our partnership. Bob’s numerous appearances
this year included six fire festivals across the Southeast,
Partnerscapes Private Lands Partners Day in Montana, and

the Lomakatsi Restoration Project’s Inter-Tribal Ecosystem
Restoration Partnership Peer-to-Peer Learning Summit in
Oregon.

We were thrilled to collaborate with Burner Bob®,
Georgia Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division,
and The Environmental Resources Network (T.E.R.N.) on
new educational materials promoting Eastern Indigo Snake
conservation: Introducing the Indigo, an award-winning short
film for young people, Burner Bob® and Friends Save the Indigo
activity book, and two ‘Save the Indigo’ stickers. Thank you
to Magic Kumquat Productions and Cassandra Waldrop for
their creative direction.

UNDERSTANDING — We collect and share technical
information about longleaf through science-based
education, outreach, and technical assistance through
methods best for each audience.



IMPACT
BY THE

NUMBERS

1,238,954 PEOPLE reached via Longleaf Academies,
Technical Assistance, Field Days, Workshops, Fire Training, social
media, & other outreach events

93% of INCOME
Allocated to Programs
and Services

n_~

7.9 MILLION 135,47
Longleaf Pine Acres Prescribed
Seedlings Planted Burned

338 RETICULATED
FLATWOOD

SALAMANDERS
Released to Restored Habitat

Father-son longleaf planting duo
at the “Pints for Pines" volunteer
planting event with Three Rivers
Land Trust and Appalachian
Mountain Brewery in North
Carolina. Sales from AMB’s Long
Leaf IPA support TLA tree
planting fund. {Sarah Crate}

75 GOPHER

TORTOISE
Hatchlings Headstarted

40 RED-COCKADED
WOODPECKERS

Translocated

sk

890 ACRES

of Habitat Improved (non-fire)

342 ACRES

of Diverse Forests Conserved

Alliance staff kept very full calendars all year with more
than 300 technical assists to landowners and partners and
reached more than 4,000 people through workshops, field
days, Learn and Burns, webinars, and academies.

Longleaf Academy Program

With support from our partners, TLA staff offered seven
Academy sessions in 2023, including Longleaf 101,
Groundcover 201, Understory 201, and the debut of
Longleaf and the Landowner Academy. This new Academy
was specifically designed to engage traditionally
underserved/unserved landowners, often dealing with heirs
property issues. TLA worked with the Longleaf for All
Working Group of America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative
to present the initial Longleaf and the Landowner Academy
on the Hodges Farm near Swainsboro, Georgia, to a packed
house (30). Eight TLA staff contributed to producing this
new Academy that is already being requested across the
range.

IMPROVING FOREST HEALTH — Through active

stewardship, we improve the condition of longleaf
ecosystems across the range.

Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership Landscape

The Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership’s (GCPEP)
full-time field staff grew in 2023. The new team, the
Ambystoma bishopi Restoration Team or A.R.T. for short,
works alongside the greater AMBBIS team to support
reticulated flatwood salamander conservation and wetland
restoration goals at the Escribano Point Wildlife
Management Area in Florida.

The Alliance is proud of the GCPEP field teams’ hard work
to support the stewardship of the landscape. The Ecosystem
Support Team (EST), AMBBIS, and A.R.T. teams assist
partners with prescribed fire, invasive species control,
wetland restoration, reticulated flatwood salamander
recovery, Red-cockaded Woodpecker cavities, and other
habitat improvement activities in Alabama and Florida.



DIVERSE FORESTS CONSERVED — We work with
landowners to ensure the future of longleaf by
conserving high-quality, diverse longleaf forests across
generations.

The Georgia Sentinel Landscape (GSL)

In 2023, GSL prescribed fire cost-share programs
administered by TLA and the Georgia Forestry Commission
supported 69 landowners conducting 9,866 acres of
prescribed burning with funding from NRCS and Georgia
DNR. Approximately 36% of the landowners who burned
in the Southeastern focal area were conducting first entry
burns that were either the landowner’s first use of prescribed
fire as a management tool or the initial burn of a young
longleaf stand. Overall, the project has provided cost-share
funding for 34,589 acres of prescribed burning on private
lands in Georgia since fiscal year 2021 with 290 landowner
agreements, and 64% of the prescribed burning acres were
in primary target counties around Fort Moore, Fort Stewart,
and Kings Bay.

ECOSYSTEMS RESTORED — Through advocacy, policies,
assistance, partners, and our own management actions,
we facilitate the expansion of longleaf ecosystems across
the range.

A Participants from the first-ever Longleaf and the Landowner Academy
watch as a gopher tortoise burrow is scoped. TLA Academies combine
both classroom and field-based learning. {Tiffany Woods}

< Lisa Lord, TLA, and Kurt Bublman, UGA Savannah River Ecology Lab,
prepare a pen for the release of headstarted gopher tortoises at the Aiken
Gopber Tortoise Heritage Preserve in SC. {Tracey Tuberville}

The Longleaf Alliance, working in collaboration with
restoration partners, supported the planting of 7.9 million
longleaf pine seedlings in fiscal year 2023. Planting projects
were completed on both private and public land, with
funding from American Forests, Arbor Day Foundation,
Enviva, Georgia Pacific, National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation, National Forest Foundation, One Tree Planted,
and Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. We also continued our tree planting
program with Appalachian Mountain Brewing and Georgia-
Pacific’s Aria® brand.

To further this work, Susan French transitioned to the role
of Restoration Coordinator, a new TLA position focused on
developing and implementing strategies and programs that
promote, sustain, and increase longleaf restoration, longleaf
seedling capacity, and understory species supply.

Longleaf Sustainability Analysis & Range-wide
Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine (2025-2040)

TLA staft contributed to and led collaborative teams to
produce two crucial products for America’s Longleaf
Restoration Initiative and its partners across the longleaf
range: the Longleaf Sustainability Analysis (LSA) and the
Range-wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine (2025-
2040). This second iteration of the Conservation Plan has
updated strategies and objectives to guide our continued
efforts to reach eight million acres of longleaf pine forest in
the Southeast. The LSA assists partners’ efforts with a map
analysis designed to facilitate the strategic, transparent, and
evidence-based identification of the "right work" in the
"right places" across the longleaf range.




Advanliage

Forestry Container Pines

Your Source for Containerized Pine Seedlings

Our product list of Advanced Generation pines includes

e Loblolly e Shortleaf
- Coastal e Longleaf
- Piedmont - Coastal
e Slash - Piedmont

Service and Quality is our number one objective

All of our seedlings are grown in Tifton, GA at LTF Greenhouses

Located just 5 miles from I-75 and 1 mile from Hwy 82 for easy access
Large labor force to accommodate short notice needs

On site cold storage

Local pick up or delivery to your location

Custom grown orders upon your request

To place an order or inquire about pricing,
please call 334-341-2059 or visit us at containerpines.com

Advantage Forestry Container Pines

408 N. Commissioners Ave.
Demopolis , AL 36732
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Research by David Dickens, PhD — Forest Productivity Professor and Dy. Yanshu Li, PhD — Forest Taxation and Economics Associate
Professor — University of Georgia Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources

AN ECONOMIC COMPARISON

OF LOBLOLLY AND LONGLEAF PINE

Many forest landowners are faced with deciding to plant loblolly or longleaf pine in the Coastal Plain region, an area spanning
from southern Virginia southward to Florida and westward to eastern Texas. In their recent paper, Dickens and Yanshu address
this decision from an economic standpoint; key findings are summarized below.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS ASSUMPTIONS: All costs and revenues are in constant 2022 dollars.

Loblolly pine is grown to a 24-year rotation with a single ~ pine from age 12 through age 20 years. Total prep costs for

thinning at age 15 years, with a growth rate of 6.25
tons/acre/year.

Longleaf pine is grown to a 45-year rotation, with two
thinnings (age 20 and 32 years) and a clearcut at age 45
years, with a growth rate of 4.33 tons/acre/year (31% less
than loblolly’s growth rate).

Financial Assistance: Funding to reduce longleaf
establishment costs by 50% is based on assistance from the
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS)
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).
Longleaf is favored over loblolly for EQIP ranking, so cost-
share is only factored in for longleaf. Other incentive
programs provide different levels of assistance.

Annual property taxes and other costs = $10/acre/year.

Pine Straw Income: Additional income of $210/acre/year
from annual pine straw harvests is included for longleaf

straw harvesting (mowing and herbicide) are estimated at
$260/acre. Loblolly pine is not commonly raked where
there is an abundance of longleaf stands, therefore no pine
straw income is realized.

Pine Stumpage Prices*

e Pulpwood = $8/ton: Trees with stem defects like
forking and those trees with diameters from 4.6 to
9.6”

Chip-n-saw = $20/ton: Trees with no visible stem
defect and diameters from 9.6 to 12.6”

Sawtimber = $27/ton: Trees with no visible stem
defect and diameters from 12.6” and larger

Poles = $42/ton: Trees with no visible stem defect to
45 feet or more and diameters 14” or larger
Longleaf only - assuming 20% of the tons of
sawtimber/acre are poles at age 45 years

*Net prices are calculated after consulting fee +
county stumpage tax = 10% of timber sale

Tahle 1. Loblolly and longleaf pine establishment costs per acre. Without financial assistance, longleaf pine
establishment costs are higher due to herbaceous weed control and containerized seedlings use; loblolly pine

seedling costs are based on bareroot seedlings.

Site Prep Seedlings Planting Total Cost
Loblolly pine -$110 -$54 -$100 -$264
Longleaf No cost-share -$155 -$120 -$100 -$375
pine 50% cost-share -$77.50 -$60 -$50 -$187.5




RESEARCH NOTES

Table 2. Loblolly and longleaf pine income per acre.

Age at Harvest yield (tons) Income
> Harvest Pulpwood Chip-n-saw Sawtimber Poles ($/acre)
g 15 31 3 0 0 $308
- 24 33 62 21 0 $2,071

Total income $2,379
1220 Pine straw income per acre/year $210
Total pine straw income over 9 years $1,890

20 39 0 0 0 $312

“_3': 32 29 25 7 0 $921
g 45 23 6 80 0 §2,464
Total timber income - no poles $3,697
*45 23 6 64 16 $2,704
*Total timber income - 20% sawtimber as poles $3,937

-

/

The net revenue for one 24-year rotation for loblolly pine is
$2,115 per acre (returns from harvesting minus establishment
costs; $2,379 - $264).

The net revenue for one 45-year longleaf pine rotation with
50% cost-share is $5,139.50 per acre {($3,697 + $1,890 pine
straw income) - ($187.50 + $260 pine straw management
costs)} and $5,379.50 for the poles scenario (an increase of
$240/acre by having 20% poles).

Since the rotation ages for loblolly and longleaf are different,
Bare Land Value (BLV) is used as a financial criterion to
compare timberland investment returns under various
scenarios. Also known as Land Expectation Value (LEV), BLV
is the net present value of a stream of revenues and costs from
land in perpetual timber production.

Longleaf can outperform loblolly financially when annual
pine straw income is realized with or without reforestation cost-
share, even when loblolly grew over 30% more wood with a
shorter rotation compared to longleaf (24 years vs 45 years).

Table 3. Bare Land Value (BLV) using a 5% discount rate. With 50% cost-share, longleaf’s BLV is almost twice as

high as loblolly’s. Adding 20% harvested poles in the longleaf scenario at age 45 years improves BLV by $30/ac.

Species Scenarios Bare Land Value
Loblolly pine 24-year rotation, 1 thinning, no poles, pine straw, or cost-share $563/acre
no no poles $825/acre
, 45-year rotation, costshare 20% poles $855/ acre
Longleaf pine 2 thinnings,
Cost-share 20% poles $1,065/ acre

/
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Under picture-perfect blue skies, thirty landowners and
natural resource professionals gathered at Bayfields property
in Bladen County, North Carolina in October 2023. No
stranger to leading tours, Richard Broadwell, a forester,
certified burner, and private landowner, guided the group
through a fire-managed longleaf stand. The tour continued
to a wetland meadow that he and Corey Smith of Cape Fear
Land Solutions restored by removing encroaching woody
vegetation and conducting burns that stimulated native
grasses, allowing water to return to the ephemeral wetland.
A final stop centered on transitioning loblolly to longleaf,
where ideas for conversion were shared among the many
attendees.

Peer-to-peer learning was at the heart of this event as the
Broadwell family’s quiet determination and philosophy of
responsible forest management serve as a model for fellow
landowners. The family was recognized that day with the
North Carolina Longleaf Honor Roll, a program created to

—

highlight exemplary land stewardship to thank landowners
and inspire others.

North Carolina Longleaf Honor Roll

The North Carolina Longleaf Coalition (nclongleaf.org)
created the Longleaf Honor Roll to recognize landowners
who are working to improve stands and balance all the values
of a longleaf forest - wood products, wildlife habitat,
recreation, and aesthetics. Private property owners in North
Carolina with a current forest management plan who manage
their longleaf with prescribed fire and are reducing negative
impacts from pine straw harvesting are eligible for the Honor
Roll.

To date, 25 landowners in 13 counties have been
recognized. Meet a few of the Honor Roll landowners and
explore more online in the StoryMap created by the North
Carolina Forest Service.



Winston-Salem
- 4 Durham
.

Raleigh
L]

Favatteville
L

Meet more Longleaf
Homnor Roll landowners at

https:lllongleaf.infol bonor-roll

Dobn, Jr., Charlotte, Richard, and Charles Broadwell accepted
the NC Longleaf Honor Roll plaque and sign on bebalf of Dobn,
Broadwell, Sv. {(Benjy Strope}

Family of Dohn Broadwell, Sr.
Balden County

The Bayfields property, totaling ~4,000 acres, 1,100 of
which are dominated by longleaf pine of varying age classes,
is an important contributor to the network of conservation
lands in Bladen County with several protections in place,
including 1,700 acres in conservation easement, 443 acres in
the Red-cockaded Woodpecker Safe Harbor Program, and a
portion of the property in the North Carolina Black Bear
Sanctuary Program. Bayfields began with the vision of Dohn
Broadwell, Sr., and his sons Dohn, Jr., Charles, and Richard
have carried that legacy forward.

Charles and Joe Dietzel

Caldwell-Dietzel Farms, LLC
Robeson County

The first landowner in Robeson County to be recognized
by the Longleaf Honor Roll, Caldwell-Dietzel Farms has
established more than 130 acres of longleaf pine. The Farm,
led by Joe Dietzel and owned by his family for over 200
years, regularly manages the property with prescribed fire
and has experienced firsthand how a good burning regimen
can mitigate the risk of significant losses from wildfire. The
Farm’s adherence to rotational pine straw harvesting that
incorporates prescribed burning and periods of rest is an
excellent model for landowners interested in balancing
income from their timberlands with forest health and
wildlife considerations. At the pinnacle of outstanding
conservation measures at Caldwell-Dietzel Farms is Joe’s
desire to permanently protect the Farm by placing it under
a conservation easement with Three Rivers Land Trust.



The Gordon Family on their longleaf property in Richmond
County (Ashley Gordon}

Matt & Ashley Gordon
Richmond County

North Carolina Longleaf Coalition representatives and
supporters from the North Carolina Forest Service, The
Longleaf Alliance, U.S. Fish & Waildlife Service, North
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, and Quail Forever
gathered together to discuss what they love most about
longleaf pine and learn what makes the Gordons’ longleaf
efforts on their property so important. After the harvest of
loblolly pine, the Gordons established 21 acres of longleaf
pine. The remnant longleaf pines on their property
demonstrate the significance of their work — bringing back
longleaf to where it once thrived. The young trees are doing
well, and native grasses and flowers have responded favorably
to the Gordons’ management. Matt has not only
demonstrated a commitment to using prescribed fire as a
management tool on his own property, but he has also
encouraged and aided his neighbors in doing the same.

Another prescribed fire conducted at the Thompon’s property with
their Honor Roll and fire management signs proudly on display.
{Jay Strider}

Mike Thompson
Montgomery County

Mike Thompson established his 30-acre tract of longleaf
pine in Montgomery County in 2013 and has actively
managed it in the years since by implementing three
prescribed fires for this ten-year-old longleaf. Historically,
longleaf pine was present on Mr. Thompson'’s property based
on the evidence of old lighter stumps. Mr. Thompson’s
investment and dedication to burning his young longleaf was
evident on the day of his Honor Roll recognition when a
Northern Bobwhite Quail joined the group, announcing its
presence with the well-known call.




N.C. Forest Service
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REACHED BY THE FROST.”
J.R.R. Tolkien

With a legacy dating back to 1905, Molpus Woodlands Group is
one of the oldest timber-related companies in the nation. We
have invested more than $4.0 billion across 4 million acres in
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“As a Longleaf tree farmer,
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with the results from using
PRONONE Power Pellets
for the past ten years.

It has provided effective
control of undes.frable
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AMERICA’S LONGLEAF RESTORATION INITIATIVE

In November, America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative
celebrated its initial fifteen years of conservation success and
announced the signing of a memorandum of understanding to
renew partnership efforts to restore longleaf pine forests across
the South for another fifteen years.

Longleaf pine forests were once the dominant forest type in
the southern U.S., blanketing some 90 million acres. They are
among the most species-rich
ecosystems outside the tropics.
These forests — home to more than
40 threatened and endangered
species — have played an outsized
role in the economy and culture of
the South.

Forestry and conservation leaders
from across the United States,
including representatives from
federal, state and private agencies,
were joined by U.S. Department of
Agriculture  Deputy  Under
Secretary for Natural Resources and
Environment Meryl Harrell, U.S.
Department of the Interior
Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks Shannon
Estenoz, and Honorable Brendan

Defense for Energy, Installations,
and Environment, to recognize
years of longleaf pine restoration
accomplishments and to reaffirm the commitment to continue
restoring longleaf pine ecosystems across federal, state and
privately managed lands.

“When I signed the original memorandum of understanding
in 2010 pledging USDA’s support, little did we know that the
effort to restore America’s longleaf pine forests would evolve
into what many consider the most successful landscape-scale
initiative in North America and a national model for
collaboration,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom J. Vilsack.
“Longleaf pine is vital to the culture, ecology and economies of
the South, and there is more work to be done to ensure these
forests and the many benefits they provide are restored across
the region. With the signing of this new memorandum, we are

Stakeholders celebrated America’s Longleaf Restoration
Owens, Assistant Secretary of Initiative on Wednesday, November 15, 2023, at the

U.S. Department of Agriculture Jamie L. Whitten
Building Patio in Washington, D.C.

joining with our federal, state, private and non-profit partners
to renew our efforts to restore longleaf pine.”

Longleaf pine ecosystems now span just 5% of their historic
range due to the conversion to other forest types, conversion to
other land uses, as well as the suppression of fire — which is
critical to restoring and maintaining this fire-adapted forest.

Partners have worked across the South to restore longleaf pine
to its historic range. Since 2010, over
1.7 million acres of longleaf pine
trees have been planted, over 17
million acres have been treated with
prescribed fire, and over 363,000
acres have been protected for their
value as longleaf pine habitat. In
total, more than 21 million public
and private acres have been impacted
through on-the-ground management
activities. The partnership has added
longleaf pine forests, strengthened
local economies, contributed to
national defense, and made the forests
of the South more resilient to climate
change.

These efforts have increased
longleaf pine cover from a historic
low in the 1990s to more than 5
million acres today, with more
longleaf pine forests being added
every year.

Longleaf pine restoration is a
priority for numerous agencies and private and public
organizations, including those part of the 33-member Longleaf
Partnership Council, a group of non-government entities, state
and federal agencies, local implementation teams, private
landowners and representatives from private industry and the
academic sector. The Longleaf Partnership Council promotes
effective communication and collaboration among partners
working to conserve longleaf pine ecosystems across the South
while providing a forum where these diverse partners can bring
their objectives and contributions together to achieve marked
longleaf pine restoration success.

“Healthy, resilient forests like the longleaf pine ecosystem are
critical to DoD's mission success and provide the natural



Secretary for Natural Resources and Envivonment and U.S Department of Interior Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks, Shannon Estenoz sign the renewed Memorandum of Understanding. B. Jaelith Hall-Rivera, Deputy Chief, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Forest Service presents Carol Denhof, Longleaf Partnership Council Chair, with a longleaf pine tree, symbolizing the

billionth longleaf seedling planted earlier this year to mark the incredible milestone. C. James Tillman, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Regional Conservationist, Southern Region, National Resources Conservation Service provides remarks. D. Emily Averna, Bezos Earth

Fund, Jamelle Ellis, Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, and William Owen, a private landowner from Virginia, answer

panel questions.

infrastructure we depend on to support military training and
testing activities as well as other ecosystem services crucial to
mission sustainment,” said Honorable Brendan Owens.
“Working with partners to restore longleaf forests supports
national defense by preventing land use conflicts that can limit
military activities, enhancing installation and landscape
resilience to climate-related threats, and expanding habitat for
imperiled species. The DoD is proud to be part of ALRI’s
impressive accomplishments to date and looks forward to
charting the next 15 years for this iconic southern American
forest.”

“The Department of the Interior is proud to play a part in
the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative,” said Shannon
Estenoz, Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks.
“This coordinated effort helps restore and protect one of the
most diverse and imperiled ecosystems in North America, the
Longleaf Pine ecosystem. It is vital for our federal agencies to
support local efforts, on both public and private lands, to restore
and manage this iconic ecosystem.”

“At NFWE, landscape scale restoration is what we do, and
the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative is such a great
model for many other conservation initiatives,” said Holly
Bamford, Chief Conservation Officer of the National Fish and

Wildlife Foundation. “We collectively have achieved so much
through our longleaf work and are excited to join our many
partners in celebrating the longleaf pine restoration successes
of the past fifteen years.”

America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative and the Longleaf
Partnership Council also recently released a new Range-wide
Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine (2025-2040) which serves
as a blueprint for partners working to restore this ecosystem
during the next 15 years.

“The tremendous longleaf ecosystem accomplishments
achieved since 2009 are a direct result of the successful
collaborative efforts of the many partners that have played a
role in America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative over the years,”
said Carol Denhof, Longleaf Partnership Council Chair. “With
this event, we are not only celebrating these successes and
renewing our relationships with our Federal agency partners,
but we are also looking towards the future of ALRI with the
launch of the second iteration of the Range-wide Conservation
Plan for Longleaf Pine. We acknowledge that there is still much
to be done to reach our restoration goals, and this strategic,
science-based plan will serve as a framework as we continue our
work to restore, manage, and conserve healthy longleaf forests
for generations to come.”

USDA photos by Tom Witham
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Progress on the Species Status Assessment of Eastern Diamond-backed Rattlesnakes

By Kiley Briggs and Houston Chandler, The Orianne Society

The Orianne Society works with The Longleaf Alliance within the Ft. Stewart/Altamaha
Longleaf Restoration Partnership to restore native ecosystems using prescribed fire and by
planting longleaf pines and native groundcover. Orianne’s primary goal in the Southeast is
to restore native ecosystems that provide habitat for sensitive wildlife species, such as the
eastern indigo snake, gopher tortoise, and other sandhill specialists. Another species
benefiting from this effort is the eastern diamond-backed rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus or
EDB) because they often use gopher tortoise burrows in sandhill ecosystems to survive
freezing winter temperatures.

In the midst of population declines and severe habitat loss, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service was petitioned to list the EDB under the Endangered Species Act, triggering a species
status assessment. Through this assessment, The Orianne Society is working to better
understand the status and distribution of EDBs. This multifaceted project includes
conducting surveys for EDBs in South Georgia in data deficient areas, marking EDBs at
Orianne’s Longleaf Stewardship Center to estimate survival and population size, creating a
database of EDB observations, and constructing a habitat model.

Fieldwork for this project is concluding, and staff have shifted towards the final database
preparation and are working on the habitat model. Results should be available in a peer-
reviewed publication by late 2024. Regardless of whether EDBs are listed, this work will be
instrumental in helping state, federal, and private land stewards manage and improve habitat to protect this charismatic species,
including at sites managed by members of the Ft. Stewart/Altamaha Longleaf Restoration Partnership.

{Ben Stegenga}
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676 Acres of Longleaf Forest to be Protected in Louisiana

By Dan Weber, The Nature Conservancy

During the 2022 legislative session, the State of Louisiana passed House Bill
762, establishing the Louisiana Outdoors Forever Program and Fund to provide
funding for conservation projects. Two important longleaf sites located in Allen
Parish will be protected under the most recent list of approved projects. A 288-
acre tract will be added to the CC Road Savanna Preserve, owned and operated
by The Nature Conservancy, bringing the total size of the Preserve to 886 acres.
The addition is estimated at ~60% longleaf pine by basal area, with the
remainder a mixture of mostly loblolly pine and slash pine. Most overstory trees
are ~30-60 years old, with some individuals much older. The longleaf pine
flatwood wetlands at the Preserve most likely harbor over 200 species of plants,
including one of only two known populations west of the Mississippi River of
High quality ground cover on Louisiana federally endangered hemi-parasitic plant, American chaffseed (Schwalbea
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries .04 ).

Acquisition {Photo courtesy of LDWF} The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) will also add a

388-acre longleaf pine tract to its portfolio. In addition to its high plant species
richness and diversity, the site harbors mature to old-growth longleaf pine savanna as well as seven flatwoods ponds in pristine to
near-pristine condition. There is limited public access to longleaf pine savannas in this portion of the state. This acquisition will
provide public recreation opportunities and will present opportunities to establish a protected space for an experimental population
of American chaffseed.

Sewee Longleaf Conservation Cooperative Focuses on Information Sharing

By Jennie Haskell, The Longleaf Alliance

Sewee Longleaf Conservation Cooperative (SLCC) sponsored a Williamsburg County
Forest Landowners Association meeting in September to discuss forestry issues and
timber markets in the area. Forestry Association of South Carolina President and CEO
Cam Crawford provided an update on local markets and statewide issues. Representatives
from several local mills and many local foresters were present to answer questions. Cam
Crawford presented copies of the new book The History of Forestry in South Carolina to
local forester Amy McFadden and SLCC coordinator Patrick Ma.

In October, SLCC hosted a Longleaf Academy 201 Groundcover Restoration in Moncks
Corner, SC. This learning opportunity was a 3-day course with speakers from The
Longleaf Alliance, U.S. Forest Service, Roundstone Native Seed Company, South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and field visits on the
Francis Marion National Forest and a private property managed by Sabine and Waters.
Topics addressed species and ecosystem identification, management methods, treatment

Longleaf seedling surrounded by
native groundcover after thinning and

burning treatments on the Francis considerations, seed collection and storage, and cost-share resources. Attendees, including

Marion National Forest. {Jennie |andowners and land managers from across the Southeast, were given management

Haskell} scenarios to discuss and develop treatment plans as small groups. “This was a great

opportunity to learn about the diversity of the longleaf ecosystem, various techniques to

restore the groundcover, and to network with other individuals about their conservation challenges,” commented one participant.

More learning opportunities are available this winter within the SLCC: a Herbicide and Longleaf 201 Academy in Georgetown,

SC (January 10-11, 2024), a Learn and Burn workshop in Williamsburg County (January 25, 2024), and the Sewee Fire Festival,
scheduled for March 23, 2024, in Mt. Pleasant.
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Protecting Critical Conservation Corridors

By Hervey Mclver, Longleaf Protection Director, The Nature Conservancy

2023 proved to be another good year for land protection in the three North
Carolina longleaf landscapes — Sandhills, Cape Fear Arch, and Onslow Bight.
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) completed seven projects totaling 4,085 acres.
These vary from preserving diverse wetlands to mature longleaf sites as
additional buffer around Fort Liberty. One project, though, stands out for its
quality habitat, size, and location.

The 3,300-acre Marshall Project protects a beautiful longleaf forest over an
ancient set of sand dunes and swales punctuated by several large elliptical
depressions known as Carolina bays. The Marshall family stewarded their land
for much of the 20th century, cherishing and managing the many mature

—— TS Jongleaf ridges for pine straw. Over time, the family reached out to TNC to
Longleaf woodlands on the Marshall Tract preserve this meaningful site forever. TNC closed on the property in November
{Hervey Mclver} and will transfer it to the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission,

which will reintroduce controlled burning.

e

What makes the Marshall Project so rewarding is the land comprises a large portion of the most promising longleaf corridor
linking all of the outstanding conservation areas near the coast (Green Swamp, Camp Lejeune, Croatan National Forest, and others)
with Bladen Lakes State Forest and the Sandhills. This corridor leads both inland and northwards, creating high-quality, diverse
habitats for plants and wildlife to make the slow migration over the coming decades and centuries as our climate changes. These
corridors will be a lasting legacy felt by many generations.

Private Lands RCW Activities

By Charles Babb, Sandhills Longleaf Pine Conservation Partnership Coordinator

In 2020, The Sandhills Longleaf Pine Conservation Partnership (SLPCP)
installed eight Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCW) nest cavities on two
* adjoining private properties in Chesterfield County, South Carolina. The
. cavities were immediately occupied prior to the 2021 nesting season, with
two chicks fledging each subsequent year. An unfortunate beetle infestation
claimed several cavity trees in 2022, which caused the birds to relocate, but
nesting continued without interruption. While checking on nesting
activities, SLPCP Coordinator Charles Babb noticed that the birds had begun
excavating a natural cavity in a nearby tree. On a recent scouting trip to
identify additional trees to install artificial cavities, Sarah Stewart and Matt
| Lerow of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources Safe Harbor
Program noted two additional natural cavity starts within the cluster.
According to Matt, “That’s a good indication that the birds like the site and
have settled in. Apparently, some of the juveniles and young adults have
been roosting outside in the open and have begun excavating cavities to

: : occupy. Now that it is getting colder, they will rush to make the cavities
A Red-cockaded Woodpecker works to excavate a large enough for roosting. The good thing is, they will do a better job of
nest cavity near artificial nest cavities. {Charles picking suitable trees than we can.”

it
i

Babb} To date, cavities have been installed on four private properties in the Focal
Area. All four sites have evidence of use, with active nesting monitored on
three sites. Additional cavity inserts are planned for new properties as suitable
habitats are created through thinning, herbicide treatments, and prescribed
fire.
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Saving Florida’s Gopher Tortoises — an Incredible Recovery Effort

By Vernon Compton, GCPEP Director, The Longleaf Alliance

Recently, at the Forestland Stewards Stakeholder
Forum, hosted by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF) and International Paper, the
gopher tortoise recovery work of Saving Florida’s
Gopher Tortoises in the Gulf Coastal Plain
Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) landscape was
highlighted. The organization, founded in 2005, is
led by Founder and Director Carissa Kent and has a
mission of saving gopher tortoises from development
sites and promoting conservation and long-term

Gopbher tortoise in front of a burrow Gopher tortoise rescue burrow

{Carissa Kent} excavation {Carissa Kent} species survival through education and collaborative

partnerships  with  governmental  agencies,
nonprofits, developers, private and public landowners, and the citizens of Florida. The gopher tortoise lives in burrows in upland
ecosystems and has an average life span of 60 years. They are recognized as keystone species because over 350 other species utilize
and depend on their burrows for survival. Many species would possibly go extinct without the presence of tortoises and their
burrows.

Saving Florida’s Gopher Tortoises began as an idea for humane rescue and relocation of gopher tortoises from approved
development sites. In 2006, GCPEP partner Nokuse Plantation accepted 11 tortoises from the first such rescue project in Volusia
County. In 2016, Eglin Air Force Base began accepting rescue tortoises. Along with these two GCPEP partners, developers,
including D.R. Horton, Lennar Homes, and Adams Homes, have partnered with Saving Florida’s Gopher Tortoises to rescue
rather than bury tortoises on their development sites.

The development site rescue centers on using a specialized crew consisting of a backhoe operator and two ground experts to
excavate the tortoises carefully and slowly from their underground burrow. The longest burrow excavated to date was 65 feet, and
the deepest burrow was 28 feet. Over 10,000 gopher tortoises have been rescued and then translocated to suitable habitat on
public and private lands in Florida.

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of Saving Florida’s Gopher Tortoises and the many collaborating partners and landowners,
outstanding progress is being made with population establishment. Besides rescue work playing an important role in recovering
the gopher tortoise, other commensal species, including the eastern indigo snake, will benefit.

Virginia Longleaf Cone Collection

By Jim Schroering, Virginia Department of Forestry

In 2023, the Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) burned 1,000 acres
of state and private land to maintain longleaf stands and to prepare existing
pine stands for future conversion to longleaf. DOF also propagated over
122,000 containerized longleaf seedlings and 4,000 warm-season grasses at
its Sussex Nursery and managed a record cone collection from native Virginia
longleaf trees. Notably, the majority of cones were collected from grafted
longleaf trees at DOF’s New Kent Forestry Center and 25-year-old trees on
Meadowview Research Station’s Joseph Pines Preserve.

Demand for native Virginia seedlings continues to build among LIT
partners and private landowners. Research conducted by Meadowview
suggests Virginia longleaf pine provenance reproduces at an earlier age than
other southern provenances. A provenance study initiated by DOF in 2007

Longleaf pine cone harvest at Joseph Pines indicates Virginia source seedlings produce significantly more volume per

Preserve in Sussex County, VA {(Phil Sheridan) § p to sout sources primaril t rlier growt
A . acre as compared to southern source marily due to earlie owth
initiation and higher survival.
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Call or Email Today
9764 Raider Hollow Road e Upton, Kentucky
sales@roundstoneseed.com e (270)-531-3034 « www.roundstoneseed.com
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www.finitecarbon.com
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~Containerized Pine Tree Seedlings
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Ask About Free Shipping On Large Orders
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Sustainable Biomass Resources

Office: 910-422-8118  Fax: 910-422-9793
info@bodenhamerfarms.com & www.bodenhamerfarms.com

Enviva is a leading supplier of industrial wood
pellets, a form of renewable fuel that is:

e A renewable alternative to fossil fuels
¢ Sustainably-sourced

* Beneficial to U.S. forests
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5% : Low in carbon and other pollutants
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PINELANDS

Restoring Virginia’s Longleaf Pine Ecosystem

Dr. William Owen
Post Office Box 35
Yale, VA 23897

434-637-0684
Fanofbyrd@gmail.com
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FOR THE ROAD

Specialty license plates provide financial support to

worthy organizations and state-funded programs and
are affordable, eye-catching mobile outreach
opportunities. Consider one of these plates or other

conservation-themed options — the choices are many.

Alabama’s Treasure Forest ‘I’d Rather Be in the Woods’
benefits forest education for landowners and helps counties
host Classroom in the Forest for 5th graders.

South Carolina Wildlife

+100000

South Carolina = =

Florida’s ‘Protect the Gopher Tortoise’ place will be
produced when 3,000 vouchers are purchased. Vouchers cost
$33 each, of which $25 will directly go towards gopher
tortoise conservation. (502 sold as of 11.28.23)

Georgia’s ‘Support Wildlife’ benefits conservation
practices in the Bobwhite Quail Initiative, Georgia’s first and
only state-funded incentive program for wildlife habitat
conservation on private land.

Louisiana’s ‘Support Endangered Species’ helps fund
whooping crane conservation.

PO oxt <aix pasts

Most of the fee for Mississippi’s ‘Support State Parks’
plate goes directly to enhancing the Magnolia State's natural
resources and improving its parks.

North Carolina’s ‘Home of the Venus Flytrap’ will support
efforts of the North Carolina Botanical Garden Foundation, The ‘Keep Texas Wlld’ rattlesnake plate supports non-game
Inc. and the Friends of Plant Conservation, Inc. to conserve  wildlife diversity by funding state projects that protect native
native plants and promote the restoration of healthy species and their habitats.
landscapes across North Carolina — waiting on approval by
the General Assembly. A portion of the purchase fee of Virginia’s ‘Protect
Pollinators’ plate is transferred to the Virginia Department of
A portion of the fees collected for the South Carolina  Transportation to support the Pollinator Habitat Program.
Wildlife ‘Painted Bunting’ is discributed to the SC Previously, the program was funded only through revenue from
Department of Natural Resources Game Fund. the “Wildflowers’ license plate.
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Open Pond Recreation Area is a beautiful campground
in the heart of the Conecuh National Forest.

Scenic views, well-maintained facilities, and a diversity of
recreational opportunities await you at Conecuh National
Forest. Open Pond Recreation Area located in Covington
County, Alabama, is the perfect home base to explore the
Forest, with easy access to boating, fishing, hiking, and biking.
The site’s namesake, a 30-acre lake, is one of many sinkhole
ponds common in the limestone topography of southern
Alabama and Florida. The recreation area includes a day-use
picnic area, fishing and boating access, and a campground with
developed and undeveloped sites. Campsites are first come,
first serve.

Open Pond has a long history of improvements by the
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, many of which
remain today. The group shelter retains its original distinct
design, and the Open Pond Fire Tower is listed in the National
Historic Lookout Register.

A short 10-minute drive from Open Pond is the Blue Lake
Recreation Area, a day-use swimming beach. Take a slower-
paced trip on your road bike, or consider hiking there on the
4-mile connector trail.

Hit the Trail

The Conecuh Trail winds through the eastern portion of the
Conecuh National Forest for more than 20 miles. There are
two main loops; the 5-mile South Loop and the 13.5-mile
North Loop are connected by a 4-mile link trail. Multiple
trailheads allow for hikes of various lengths. Mountain bikers
are also allowed to share the North Loop and Open Pond Loop
trails.

Photos by Casey White

“ofigleat
Destinations

The Conecuh Trail showcases the diversity of Conecuh
ecosystems including longleaf uplands, cypress bottomlands,
sink holes, streams, and springs with clear, icy blue water. Trail
bridges provide easy access.

Conecuh Trail is at its best in late fall through early spring,
when cooler weather and fewer bugs make for pleasant
hiking conditions. Just be mindful of hunting seasons.

About the Forest

Conecuh National Forest is the southernmost national forest
in Alabama, encompassing 84,000 acres between Andalusia,
Alabama, and the Florida line. This public land jewel supports
prime examples of habitats and associated species found in
natural ecosystems of the lower coastal plain, including many
upland longleaf pine forests maintained by regular prescribed
burning. This rich ecological
backdrop provides a setting fora [ g ; Gl
wide variety of outdoor activities. -
Explore the recreation map at s
https://longleaf.info/conecuh. 1

.l Ihi'u'u'

longleaf.info/conecuh



Access to the nearby swimming beach at Blue Biking is a great way to explore Conecub National Forest — carefully share the

Pond Recreation Area is included with Open roads or trails open to mountain bikes.
Pond camping fees.




THEALLIANCE WELCOMES

The Longleaf Alliance is pleased
to announce that David Padgett
of Andalusia has joined the
longleat team as the Vice
President for Business.

David grew up in Brewton, AL,
was raised in the forest industry,
and is a graduate of Auburn
University with a degree in
Agricultural Economics. Before
joining TLA, David worked with
a multitude of forest landowners

and farmers as a lender with the Farm Credit System. When
David is outside of the office, he is active in forest and wildlife
management on his family farm in Conecuh County, AL.

David is working out of TLA's main office at the Solon
Dixon Forestry Education Center in Andalusia, AL. Please
join us in welcoming David to The Alliance. We are very glad
to have him on board!

On staff with The Alliance since 2021 — first as a Wetland
Ecosystem Support Team member and then with the
Ecosystem Support Team — Alexis Feysa recently
transitioned to a new role in the GCPEP landscape, joining
the Jackson Guard Natural Resources team at Eglin Air Force
Base as an employee with Colorado State University. We miss

Alexis on our field teams but look forward to working with
her as a GCPEP partner.

RMS

Value Since 1

With over $4.3* billion in assets under management, Resource Management Service,

value. Founded and managed by forestry prof
RMS is headquartered in Birmingham,

vned by its employees
) with offices

Creating Forest Value Since 1950

resourcemgt.com




CURRENTLY LEASING
LONGLEAF FOR HARVEST

Landowners generate up to $300 per acre.
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Coastal Pine Straw

NATURES PERFECT MULCH

Michael H. Dugan | 706.533.6072
2476 B McDowell Street | Augusta, Georgia 30904
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Drax Biomass is a manufacturer
of compressed wood pellets
produced from sustainably
managed working forests.
Headquartered in Monroe, LA,
with operations in Louisiana
and Mississippi, the company is
committed to supporting

the communities in which we
operate by promoting sustainable
forestry and investing in local
economic development.

NATIVE SEEDS
AND PLANTS
GROUNDCOVER
RESTORATION
SERVICES

\ 777

}u p,tkernwi%a,\aitg@

VE WILDLIFE SOLI
Southern Habitats, LLC.
1709 Pettis Springs Circle
Greenville, Florida 32331
sales@southernhabitats.com
850.948.6294
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SUPPORT THE ALLIANCE

By Lynnsey Basala, The Longleaf Alliance

There Is No Longleaf Alliance Without You

It is undeniable that prices are high and rising. Inflation has taken
its toll on The Longleaf Alliance’s members and conservation partners.
Yet, once again, you have shown that you are steadfast in your support

N

- n
HIGH FIVE!

% 93% OF INCOME TO
PROGRAMS &

-
SERVICES 4 “
Thankstoyou! g ‘é

so TLA can effectively put your donor dollars into action. The Longleaf
Alliance allocated 93% of its income to programs and services in 2023
because you continued to prioritize restoration, stewardship, and
conservation of the longleaf pine ecosystem. TLA would not be the
organization it is today without the unsung heroes who give their hard-
earned money to support the mission. Every single donation, regardless
of the amount, is accepted with gratitude and enthusiasm.

This list of 2023 Supporters contains those who contributed
monetary or in-kind goods between October 1, 2022, and October 1,
2023. The Longleaf Alliance is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
Contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

1 2023 Supporters

Members of The Longleaf Alliance’s Palustris Society

The Palustris Society was founded by several members of The Longleaf Alliance Board of Directors to further the legacy Rhett
Johnson and Dean Gjerstad created to protect and restore longleaf forestlands. Since its inception in 2015, thirty-six members
representing nine states across the longleaf range have joined this elite group of dedicated conservationists who share a dream of
restored and viable working longleaf forests. Members pledge $10,000 or more to The Longleaf Alliance to be paid over a period

of up to five years.

$100,000 Level Patrick & Emma Franklin Audrey Thompson
Anonymous Ellen Jacobs Reese Jordan Thompson &
David & Jane Kidd Pam Mclntyre Thompson
$50,000 Level Angus & Cary Lafaye Beryl Trawick
Barclay & Jane Perry McFadden Amanda Haralson & Thomas A. Livesay Drs. George & Anne Tyson*
Charley & Susan Tarver* Michael & Magdalena Martin Marc & Penny Walley
The McGue Family Foundation Joel Wernick
$25,000 Level Julie Moore William & Lindy Wheat*
Rufus & Marianna Duncan Dr. William Owen, III Linda Withrow & Holley Renno
Tom & Eleanor Ratchford Dr. Mickey & Stephanie Parker Phillip & Debbie Woods*

$10,000 Level

Lynda Beam*

The Sid & Vivian Beech Trust
Craig & Rita Blair

Gary & Melda Boyd

Judd Brooke

The Longleaf Leader | Winter 2024

William J. Payne

Andrew Van Pittman

Jim & Pam Porter

Richard & Rita Porterfield*

Josh & Shannon Raglin

Mac Rhodes

Dr. Salem & Dianne Saloom and Family*

[38]

*These donors have
designated all or a portion
of their contribution to

The Longleaf Alliance
Endowment.
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Friends of The Longleaf
Alliance

Mari Abbate

Michael Abdoney
Beverly Abeles

William & Patricia Abeles
John Adams

Walter Adams

Emily Aleshire

Eric Allan

Rodney Allen

Eric & Sherri Amundson
Meg Anderson
Charles Anderson
Garrett Anderson
Jada Anderson

Guy & Jan Anglin
Cordelia Apicella
Austin Arabie

Jon & Kathleen Arnold
Paul Arthur

Taylor Aslin

Jason Ayers

Alan Bailey

Clifton & Bonnie Bailey
W. Wilson Baker
James Baker

Terry Baker

Harold Balbach

Clay Bales

Tanya Balon

Ed & Darleen Barbee
Ann Barber*

Bailey Barco

Jan Barlow

Gary Barnes

Jay Barnett

Eva Barnett

Jacob Barrett

Michelle Barrington
Craig Barrow, Il
Michael & Lynnsey Basala
Ann Bass

Frank Battistelli

Ed Baxley

Nancy Baxley

Michael and Kaye Beale
Ray Beasley

Gregg & Janice Beck
Frederick Beck

Justin Beck

Steve Beck

Brady Beck

Travis Bedsole

Louise Belk

Barbara Bell

John Bill, Jr.

Gayle Bell

Elise Bennett

Liza Berdnik

Mary Jo Beverly
Seth Bigelow

Max Bisaha

Mike Black

W. Robert Blackledge
Sara Blocker

Don Boggs

Alex Boldog

Jay Bolin

Mark & Marsha Bollinger
Ryan Bollinger
Jenny Bower
George Boyd
Nathan Bracewell
Jamie Bracewell
Daniel Bradley
Patricia Branyon
Glenn Brasselle
Jon Brater

Hunter Bratton

Ben Brewton

Larry Bridgers
Richard Broadwell
Dale Brockway
Randy Brooks

Paul Brouha
Charles Brown & Jeanne Brannen
Jim Brown

Ted Brown

Gary Bruce

Duke Bryan

Ellen Buchanan
Ansel Bunch
Kelley Burd-Huss
Kathleen Burger
Forest Burks

Ryan Burnett*
Robert Bussey
Jones Cahill

Rob & Alicia Calley
Shan Cammack
Chris Campbell
Leland & Martha Canady
Charles Cannon, IV
Jeffrey Cannon
Gordon Carlisle
Thomas Carlton
Leif Carpenter
Susan Carr

Lori & Bob Carroll

Robert Carter
Joseph Carter
Douglas & Elizabeth Carter
Kevina Casaletto
Joel Casto
William Cate

Allan Causey
Doug Causey
Juan Cervera
Cecil & Judy Chambliss
Charles Chapin
Doug Chapman
Bruce Chapman
Will Chason
George Chastain
Mike Chism
Martin Cipollini
David Clabo
William Clark
Barry Clark

Doug Clark

Carl Clark
Gregory Clayton
Herbie Clearman
Eric Cleckler
Robert Clontz

Joe Cockrell

Bill & Doris Cole
Thomas Coleman
Durden Collins

M. Calhoun Colvin
Benjamin & Betty Cone
Dave Conser

Ruth Cook
Eugene Cook
Joshua Cool
Hunter Coppolino
Erin Cork

Audrey Cormier
Dan & Ellen Corrie
Keith Coursey
Charles & Claire Cox
Carl Coxe
Brandon Craft
David Craig
LuAnn Craighton
Debbie Crane
Thomas & Sarah Crate
Shannon Crate
Joseph Crawford*
Dale Crisp

Elwin Cropp

Bill Culbreth
David Daigle
Nona Dailey

Jim & Lake Daly
John Daniels

Tom Darden

Paul Darnell

Jimmy Daughdrill
Howard Daugherty
Larry Davenport
Henry Davis
Stephanie Dawson
Nicholas Day

Gail Deas

Carnie Debice
Olivia Degreenia
William Delk

Brian DeMaria
Robert Demere
Doug & Carol Denhof
Lane Dennard

Jay DeValk

Mike DeVane
Bonnie DeVaughan
Samantha Dillon
Robert & Martha Dismukes
Catherine Dixon*
Jeffrey Dixon
Michael Dixon, Jr.
Paula Dockery*
Jimmy Dodson

Vic Doig

Arthur & Alice Domby
Charlie Donaldson
Abigail Dowd
Carson Dugger
Dalton Dugger
Wendy Dunaway
Jacalyn Duncan
Rufus & Marianna Duncan
Scott Duncan

Allen Dykes

Philip Dyson
Lawrence Earley
Curtis Eason
Andrew Edelman
Laura Edwards

Dr. Bernard Eichold
David Eisner

David & Joy Elliott
Jeffery Elliott*

Todd Engstrom
Sam Erby

Karl Etters

Carol Evans

Kent & Debra Evans
Lee Faircloth
Danny Faircloth



Andrew Fairey

George Farmer

David & Jan Farnsworth
John Fezio

Eugene Filipowicz
Robbie Fisher

Robert Fisher

Wiley Flanagin

Nick & Elisa Flanders
Earl Fleming

Debbie Folkerts

William Forbes

Jeffrey & Megan Forbes
Charles Fore

Robert Franklin

Eck & Maureen Franks
Conrad Franz

Reed & Deborah Freeman
Joe French

Brenton & Susan French
James Furman

Sue Gannan

Lydia Garvey

Angela Gaskell

Dylan Gavagni
Kimberly Geddes

John Gilbert

Dean Gjerstad

Howard Gnann

Angie Gnann

M.B. & Pat Godbold
Michael Giordano
Monty & Susan Graham
Eric Graham

P.T. Grant

Bryan Green

Jeffrey Green

Paul Greene

Matt Greene

Judith Greene-MclLeod*
Sarah Gregorie

Gary Grice

Sam Giriffin

Robert Griffin

Frank Griffith

Jim Grindler

Dana Groome

Travis Guinn

Julia Hall

Deborah Haller

David Halley

Joseph Hamilton

Elysa Hammond
Joshua Hanagriff
Eleanor Hand

Amanda Haralson & Thomas
Livesay

Shannon Hargrove

Nancy Harmon

Kyle Harms

Miner Harrell

Byron Harris

Rena Harris

Ross & Shirley Harrison

Claudia Harvie

Jennie Haskell

Mike Hartman

Linda Hayes

Phil Hazle

Vaughan Hedrick

Adam Hein

James Helmers

Sue Helmken

Nathan Hendricks

Rene & Donata Henry

John Herbert

Bill Herschleb

Stephanie Hertz

Tom Hess

Roland Hester

Doug & Becky Hill

Clifton Hill

Gary Hinkle

Herbert Hodges

Larry Hodges

Harry Hodges

Gerald Hogsette

Thomas Holbrook

Michael Holland

Lee Holmes*

John Hoomes

Jessica Hope

Doug Hornbeck

Bob Horner

Eric Horton

Rick Horsley

Vicky Houser

William Howard

Chase Howard

Jean Huffman

Anne Hugghins

Jimmy & Martha Hughes

Nelson Hughes

David Huguenin

Stephanie Huguenin

William Hunter

Michael & Mary Ann Huston

George Inge

Jon Ingram

Alison Ives

Joe Ivey

Steve Jack

Ted Jackson

Paul Jackson
Karen Jackson
John Jagar

Harold James
Michael Jenkins
Knowlton Johnson
Jon Johnson
Clifford Johnson
Lynn & Gayle Johnson
Gene Johnson
Christine Johnson
Rhett Johnson
Miles Johnston
Kelly Jones

Luther Jones

Chris Jones

Phillip & Gail Jones
David Jones
Tommy Jordan
James Jordan
Chris Jordan

Ryan Joyce
Patricia Joye

Andy Kane

Chris & Lara Kees
Jim & Leslie Kellenberger
Jonathan Kelly

Neil Kennedy
David & Jane Kidd
Allen & Theresa Kirchner
Kenneth Klacik
Robert Klug

Glen Koelemay
Sally Koerner
Kimberly Komatsu
Katrina Koning
Stephanie Koontz
Cary Koontz

Kurt Krueger

Lisa Kruse

John Ladson, Il
Charles Lane

John LaNeve
William & Kimiko Langford
Paul & Jan Langford
Eleanor Lanier
Gage LaPierre
Stallworth Larson
Scott Laseter

Judy Latham
William Lazenby
Jacque LeBeau
Tom Ledbetter
Wendy Ledbetter

Anne Lee

Mary McCall Lee
Molly Lee

George Lee

David Lee

Roger Lee

Dytra Lewis

Steve Lindeman

Karen Linehan

Frank Lipp

Michelle Little

Darren Loomis

Jeff & Lisa Lord

Peter & Babette Loring
Elizabeth Louya

Neil Loyd

Jonathan Lucas
Josselyn Lucas
AnnaMarie Lukes
Robert Lurate

Ed Mackay

Ryan Madlener

Karen Manning

Kyle Marable

Dominic Marcanio

Jeff Marcus

Jo Ann Marsh*
Michael & Magdalena Martin
Tim Martin

James Martin

Thomas Martin

Joe Martin

Grace Matthews

Don Matthis

Craig Maurice

Brittney Mays

Bobby McAfee

James McAlpin
Charles Jayce McCallister
Robert McCartney
Marvin McCaskill

Jay McClain

James & Susan McCracken
D. Malloy McEachin, Jr.
Mark McElreath*
Mitchell McElroy

Mike & Leanne McEnany
Jane McFaddin
Margaret McFaddin
Mark McGehee

Trippy McGuire
Hervey Mclver

Steve McKeand
Emma McKee

Tom & Gwen McKee
Billy McKinnon



Kim McLain
Michael McLaughlin
Larry & Ginger McLendon
Frank McLeod
Patricia McMahon*
Chester & Patricia McMaster
Joe McNeel

Wendy McNeil

C. G. Meador, Il
Chris Melton

Tim & Suzi Mersmann
Roger Mickelson
Lou Ann Miller

Sam Miller

Matthew Milling
Robert Mills

Ryan Mitchell

Glenn & Vicki Mixon
Kit Mixon

Julie Moore

Charles Moore
Doug Moore
Tommy Moore
Michael Moore
John Morgan

M. Lane Morrison
Jeff Morton

Gary Mozel

Mark Murrah
Morgan Murray
Charles Musser
Steve Musser

Elliot Nauert
Matthew Neal
Lynne Neal

Henry Nechemias
James Neyman
Matt Nicholson

Earl Norton

Trevor O'Bryan
Molly O'Connor

Bill Odom

Tom O'Halloran
Lydia O'Halloran
Mike & Bettye Older
Raymond Oliver
Julia O'Neal

James O'Neil

Mike O'Neill
Kenneth Oser
Roger Overton

Dr. William Owen, Il
Taylor Pack

Kathy Pack Hill

J. Mark Paden
Ronnie & Linda Padgett

Anne Parker

Greg & Michele Paschal
Paul Pastorek

Wendell Patton

Sandy Peacock

Marc Pecot

L.O. Peebles, Jr.

John Peer

Robert Peet

Erika Pelletier

Tami & Nick Pellicane
Joseph Peresich

R. Glen Peterson

Tom Peterson, |l
William & Charlotte Pfeiffer
Lauren Pharr

Thomas & Carol Pinckney
Clarissa Pipes

Andrew ‘Van' Pittman
Dana Pittman

Jerry Pittman

William Pittman

Craig Pittman

Julia Pittman

Sidney Pittman

Rusty Plair

Ad & Margaret Platt
Delene Porter

Richard & Rita Porterfield
Rick Potter

Sara Potts

Clifford Preston

Laura Prevatte

Michael Prevost

Tom Proctor

J.T. Pynne

Sally Querin

Tom & Kay Rankin

Dan Rather

Dr. Jamie Rawles*
Carroll Ray

Walter Reeves

Bob Reid

Carol Revel

Andy Reynolds

Steve Reynolds

Charles & Suzanne Rhodes
Ridge Rice

Allen Rice

Tommy Richardson

Jeff Richardson

Phil & Helen Richardson
James Richburg

Cecilia Richmond

Erick Rietschier
Abraham Rifkin

Joe Riley

Adrian & Carol Ringland
William Rivers
Louie Rivers
Sonny Roberts
Calvin Robinson
Chuck Roe

Chad Rogers
Catherine Rogers
Brian Romm
Thomas Roney
Bess Rosen
Rebecca Rosen
Sara Beth Rosen
Sarah Ross

Helen Roth

John Rowley
William Rumble
Scott Rutland
Edward Rutledge
Scott Sager

Mark & Jane Salley
Kathryn Salley

Dr. Salem & Dianne Saloom
Jimmy & Bettie Sands
Thomas Sanders
Charles Sanders
Jane Sandlin
Holley Sanford
James Sasser
John Sasser
Andrew Saunders
C. David Sawyer
Mary Anne Sayer
Dan Scheffing
Jake Schickel

Jim Schroering
Brandon Scott

Jon Scott

Sean & Colleen Sellers
Michael Sessions
Linda Shadel
Randall Shaffer
Rob Shapard
Terry Sharpe
Gates Shaw
Judith Sheahan
John Ann Shearer
David Sherman
Kelsey Shoemaker
Ronald Shumack
Chuck Simon
James Simons
Carol Sitton

Gary Skaar

Latimore Smith &
Nelwyn Mclnnis

Erick Smith

John Bradley Smith

Ronald Smith

Byron & Patricia Smith

Brandon Smith

Anna Smith

Steve Smith

William Smith

David Smitherman

Robert & Ashley Sniffen

Geoff Sorrell

David Sowers

Thomas Spadea

W. Ferrol Spence

Paul & Brenda Standish

Jack Stanley

Ken Stanton

Deck Stapleton

Betty Sterling

Hardie Stevens

Sara Stewart

Lewis Stewart

Rusty & Carol Stewart

James Stewart

Skipper StipeMaas

Carmella Stirrat

Jonathan & Elizabeth Stober

Susan Stockham*

Ken Stocks

Matthew Stoddard

Dawn & Seth Stover

Cary Stowe

Robert Strange

Jonathan Streich

Herbert Strickland

Jon Sullivan

Sean Sullivan

Gordon Summers

Robert Sutter

Craig Tappan®

Charley Tarver

Gary Tate

Philip Tatum

Marshall Taylor

Alan Teed

Donald Temple

James Thacker

Buddy & Joan Thomas

Lindsay Thomas

Frank & Ann Thompson

Helen Thompson

J. Bradford Thompson

William Tietjen

Russ Tillman



Enoch Timothy

Jane Tolar

Beryl Trawick

John Traylor

Rob & Jackie Trickel
James Truax

Bennett Tucker
Sandy Tucker

Adam Tyson

Leanne Vanderveen
Deborah Vaughan
John & Faye Vick
Skip Vogelsang & Dianne Blair
Carly Voight

Dale Wade

James Wadsworth
Joan Walker

Erin Wallace

Marc & Penny Walley
Bill & Jane Walley
Paul Walter

Melanie Walter
Lauren Ward

Ron Ward

Kenneth & Kathy Warlick
George Watkins
Shirley Watson

John Watson

Elliot Weaver

Kevin Weis

David & Gisela Weiss
Shane Wellendorf
Michael Wetherbee
Michael Wetzel

John Whelchel
Barbara White

Jason Whitley
Charlotte & Boyd Wiedenman
Michael Wienholt
Jessica Williams
Bright Williamson
Edna Williamson
Keith Williamson
John Wills

Rebecca Wilson
Brent & Elizabeth Wilson
Jesse Wimberley
John Winthrop
Fremont Wirth

James Wise

Andrew Woodham
Tiffany Woods
Cynthia Woodsong
John Woodward
Steve Worthington
Jason Yearty

Alyssa Young

Gary & Julia Youngblood
John Yung

Jeff Zeiler

Lamar & Lorraine Zipperer
Hope Zubeck

“These donors have
designated all or a portion of
their contribution to The
Longleaf Alliance Endowment.

Corporate Conservation

Partners

$7,500 - $5,000 Level

Advantage Forestry Container
Pines, LLC

Bartlett Tree Experts

Blanton's Longleaf Container
Nursery

Drax

Enviva Management Company

Flowing Well, LLC

International Forest Company
Seedlings

Kronospan

Manulife Investment
Management

Packaging Corporation of
America

Resource Management
Service, LLC

$4,500 - $2,500 Level

ArborGen, LLC

Bodenhamer Farms and
Nursery

Charles Ingram Lumber Co.

Domtar Paper Co., LLC

Drax

Ernst Conservation Seeds

Finite Carbon

Flowing Well, LLC

Forest Investments Associates

Forestate Growers, LLC

Fram Renewable Fuels, LLC

Georgia Pacific, LLC

International Paper

Koppers Utility and Industrial
Products

Milliken Advisors, Inc.

Molpus Woodlands Group,
LLC

NCX

New-Indy Catawba, LLC

Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.

Pactiv Evergreen

Pro-Serve, Inc.

PRT Growing Services

Roundstone Native Seed, LLC

Timberland Investment
Resources, LLC

$2,000 - $1,000 Level

Anonymous

Appalachian Mountain
Brewery

Bill Ardrey Forestry, Inc

Coastal Pine Straw

Cohassett Farm, LLC

Green Assets

Hood Industries, Inc.

Little Thomas, LLC

Merrily Plantation, Inc.

Private Land Management,
Inc.

Racoon Creek Pinelands

SunFarm Energy

The Cargo Hold

WD CHIPS, LLC

$500 Level

Chatham Nurseries

Crosby Land & Resources

Crowell Forest Resources,
LLC

Diamond Timberlands, LLC

Garden & Gun Magazine, LLC

Henderson & Associates, Inc.

John L. Russell Properties,
LLC

Larson & McGowin, LLC

Leary Properties, LLP

LJR Forest Products

Nancy R. Walters Consulting

Resolute Forest Products

Rochelle Plantation, LLC

Southern Seed Company, Inc.

Sussex Nursery

The Book Lady Bookstore

The Westervelt Company

The Wood Yard

Visions, LLC

Wake Stone Corporation

Woodstone Resources, LLC

$250 Level

Anonymous

Broadwell Brothers, LLC
Cheeha Combahee Plantation
Creek Ranch Holdings

Crest Natural Resources, LLC
Crumley Family, LP

Dargan, King & Knight, LLC

Flowers Forestry, LLC

Gibbs Crumley Family, LP

Hoota Woods Plantation, LLC

JB Group, LLC

JE Pittman Pea River Farm,
LLC

Longleaf Energy Group, Inc.

Longwood Land Management,
LLC

Norman Plantation, LLC

North Carolina Pine Needle
Producers Association

Oakridge Partners, LP

Ridge Properties, LLC

Stone Mountain Farm, LLC

Taylor's Nursery, Inc.

Varn Wood Products, LLC

Windy Ridge Longleaf, LLC

Yeamans Hall Club

Yellow Pine Timber Farms,
LLC

$200 - $100 Level

Bankhead Land & Timber

Black Mingo Plantation, LLC

Bradley Tree Farms, LLC

C.V. Forestry Services, Inc.

Cannon Hill, LLC

Carlton Appraisal Co.

Charles Dixon & Co., LLC

Congaree River, LLC

Cumberland Plantation

Dexter Longleaf, LLC

Earl H. Bennett Forestry, Inc.

Folk Land Management, Inc.

Forestall Company, Inc.

G G & G Corporation

Goose Creek Forestry

Grace Acres Farms

Hill Forest Management

K & L Forest Nursery

Keim's Forestry Services

Lentile Family Partnership, L.P.

Loblolly Forest

May Nursery, Inc.

Mulberry Plantation, Inc.

O.W. Cox Naval Stores, LLC

Ole Pataula Farms, LLC

Pasley River Farms, Inc.

RFR Consulting, Inc.

River Ridge Plantation

Rock Creek Land Co.

Roy T. Dufreche & Associates
Landscape Architects

Spigners Pond, LLC

Stuewe & Sons, Inc.



Sunny Brook Farms

Swanson Forestry & Real
Estate Co.

Thomas Farms, Inc.

Thompson Forest Consultants,
Inc.

Tree Ring Pens

Tugco Land & Timber, LLC

Water's Edge Lakefronts, LLC

Wildland Management
Services, LLC

Wybulu Farm & Timber, LLC

Up to $100 Level

ADB S Farms

Aucilla Pines, LLC

BB & MS Rounsaville Farms

Caldwell-Dietzel Farms

Carolina Heart Pine, Inc.

Chartered Foresters, Inc.

CMBiomass

Dopson Forestry Services

EcoBeneficial

Forest and Land Management
Inc.

Forest Lodge Farms, LLC

Good Earth Systems, LLC

Hand Me Down Farm, LLC

Hodges Stewart Pondhouse,
LLC

Jackson Benefit Solutions

Jenkins Timber Properties,
LLC

Leon Farms, LLC

McKeon Tree Farm

Never Fail Farm

North Bassett's Creek Timber
Management

Rogers Lumber Company

Sivell Farms Partnership

Southern Forestry Consultants,
Inc.

Spring Creek Land Company,
LLC

Sunbelt Management
Company

The Natives

Three Rivers Forestry, LLC

Varn Turpentine & Cattle
Company

W.A. Freise & Sons Timber
and Land Company, Inc.

Warlick Farms

Woodland Cottage, LLC

Woodward GA Stewardship
Forest

Woodland Restoration

Agency Conservation Partners

Alabama Department of
Conservation & Natural
Resources

City of Wilmington North
Carolina

Clemson University

Department of Defense,
Naval Air Station Pensacola

Department of Defense, Naval
Air Station Whiting Field

Department of Defense,
Eglin Air Force Base

Department of Defense,
Shaw Air Force Base

Department of Defense,
Tyndall Air Force Base

Department of Defense,
Fort Jackson Army Base

Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission

Florida Forest Service

Georgia Department of Natural
Resources Wildlife
Resources Division

Georgia Forestry Commission

North Carolina Forest Service

South Carolina Forestry
Commission

Texas Longleaf Team

University of Georgia

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Alabama Partners

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Coastal Programs

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service,
Georgia Partners

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
North Carolina Partners

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
South Carolina Partners

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Texas Partners

USDA Forest Service,
Apalachicola National Forest

USDA Forest Service,
Conecuh National Forest

USDA Forest Service, DeSoto
National Forest

USDA Forest Service,
Kisatchie National Forest

USDA Forest Service, National
Forests in Alabama

USDA Forest Service,
Talladega National Forest

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
Alabama

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
Georgia

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
South Carolina

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
Louisiana

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
Mississippi

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Texas

Virginia Division of Forestry

Nonprofit Conservation Partners

Alabama Forest Owner's
Association

American Forest Foundation

Anonymous

Anonymous

Arbor Day Foundation

Audubon South Carolina

Bicknell Family Charitable
Fund

Charleston Natural History
Society

EJK Foundation

Ellen A. Jacobs Charitable
Fund

Fish & Wildlife Foundation of
Florida

Friends of St. Marks Wildlife
Refuge

Gulf Power Foundation

Henry Fair Family Fund

Hitchcock Woods Foundation

Hobcaw Barony

Lillian C. McGowin Foundation

Louisiana Ecological Forestry
Center

M.C. Apfel Trust

Mobile Botanical Gardens

Murray H. Gaskins Senior
Charitable Fund

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

National Wildlife Federation

National Woodland Owners
Association

National Wild Turkey
Federation, North Carolina
Chapter

National Wild Turkey
Federation, South Carolina
Chapter

NextEra Energy Foundation,
Inc.

Norfolk Southern Foundation

North Carolina Sandhills
Prescribed Burn Association

North Carolina Tree Farm
Program

One Tree Planted

Quail Forever

Sid & Vivian Beech Trust

Simon & Louise Henderson
Foundation

South Carolina Bluebird
Society

South Carolina Tree Farm
Committee

Southeast Regional Land
Conservancy, Inc.

Southeastern Wildlife
Exposition

Sustainable Forestry Initiative

The Amazon Smile Foundation

The Conservation Fund

The Horton Trust

The Joel & Alexis Konczal
Charitable Fund

The Jones Center at Ichauway

The National Audubon Society

The National Forest
Foundation

The National Wildlife
Federation

The Nature Conservancy,
Alabama Chapter

The Nature Conservancy,
Georgia Chapter

The Nature Conservancy,
Louisiana Chapter

The Nature Conservancy,
South Carolina Chapter

The Richard & Rita Porterfield
Educational Trust

The Sledge Foundation, Inc.

The Solon & Martha Dixon
Foundation

The U.S. Endowment for
Forestry & Communities,
Inc.

The Walthour-Moss
Foundation

Three Rivers Land Trust

Turner Foundation, Inc.

Wade Research Foundation
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~(wen st Callt for Applications
Fellowshi

OF THE LONGLEAF ALLIANCE

T Now in its second round, The Owen Fellowship of The Longleaf
Alliance is an exciting program we are proud to offer in conjunction
with the 15th Biennial Longleaf Conference to be held Fall 2024
and subsequent conferences. The Biennial Longleaf Conference
is The Longleaf Alliance’s regional event, the largest and

longest-running longleaf event in the country.

The award will be given to a graduate student in the amount of
$20,000. The reciplent will attend the 2024 conference, submit
an article for publicationin The Longleaf Leader quarterly magazine,
and will submit a poster and presentation about the research at
the 2026 conference.

Dr. William Owen Is a professional musician, educator, and
landowner in Virginia. Through hiswork on the Board of Directors

Photo by Forest Landowner Magazine of The Longleaf Alliance, he was inspired to endow a fellowship
“I'm obviously passionate about for advanced studies and research in thelongleaf pine ecosystem.
longleaf but am also passionate about He hopes The Owen Fellowship will encourage the next generation

education. | decided to combine these
two with a bequest to The Longleaf Alliance
to endow a scholarship for advanced
studies in the longleaf
ecosystem.” William Owen

of longleaf leaders.

Required Application Materials
* Applicants must be a member of The Longleaf Alliance ($25 student rate).

* A proposal describing the research project and the specific funding needs (2-page, single-spaced
maximum). Relevance of the research project to the protection, management, and range wide impact
of the longleaf pine ecosystem must be clearly stated.

* Applicants must identify all other current funding for their research and justify the need for The Owen
Fellowship Award. Salaries not supported. Biennial Longleaf Conference expenses are covered by TLA
and William Owen. You may include participation in other conferences in your proposed budget.

* A curriculum vitae.

* Aletter of support from the faculty advisor overseeing the research.
* An unofficial transcript.

* A high-resolution photo of the applicant.

* Brief project synopsis.

Complete applicant form and submit required materials at https://longleaf.info /fellowship.
Please contactLynnsey Basala, Vice President for Development, at Lynnsey@longleafalliance.org
with questions.
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Fellowship

OF THE LONGLEAF ALLIANC

. TIMELINE.

of Pertinent Dates

Applications received
. September1, 2023 - January 12, 2024.

A committee will review applications January 15 - March 29, 2024.
. There will be arequired Zoom interview for Semi-Finalist Candidates.

Fellowship Award Recipient announced on April 1,
2024. $10,000 fellowship award will be disbursed by
June 1, 2024. Awardee must attend the 15th Biennial
Longleaf Conference in Fall 2024.

Awardee must write an article for publication in The
Lang!eaf Leader quarterly magazine in Fall 2025.

Awardee must present research at the 16th Biennial
Longleaf Conference in Fall 2026.




s I settled down in my tent the evening

after arriving at my first week-long Boy

Scout summer camp, I was lulled to sleep
by the sounds of cicadas and crickets, with a backdrop of low
rumbling thunder from far away. The next thing I knew, that
distant rumble had turned into a crashing tempest of wind,
lightning, and pouring rain. When I awoke, I realized
something resembling a rushing mountain stream ran
through my tent. The rest of the night was largely a sleepless
exercise to stay dry and keep the tent from falling in, but the
morning broke bright, clear, and sunny. Everyone hung their
belongings out to dry and trudged down a sandy hill to the
dining hall. T don’t remember what we had for breakfast or
what I did with the rest of the day, but I will never forget the
smell of the woods after that summer rain as we walked down
the hill, a scent I had never experienced before.

My friend Ad asked me to write the Heartpine column for
this issue of The Longleaf Leader. You never have enough time
to do all the things you want to do, and I began to think of
how I might politely decline. But Ad is one of my favorite
people, and “sure” is what came out of my mouth. As I started
thinking about putting pen to paper and how I might

approach this, I kept thinking of the word “heartpine.”
Heartpine...heart of the pine, pine of the heart...what exactly
is the heart of pine?

I sit here at my desk looking at souvenirs that serve as the

most literal examples of the phrase: a chunk of wood carved
out of a tree for a Red-cockaded Woodpecker cavity insert, a
sample of some recycled heart pine flooring, and a cookie from
an old-growth longleaf that began its life 300 years ago. As I
reach for broader interpretations, I think of many different
things.

The incomparable beauty of a well-managed mature
longleaf forest; its open structure affording views that roll on
to the horizon.

The excitement and pure fun of burning the woods and the
satisfaction of seeing the results of prescribed fire unfold over
time.

The rarity of many of the plants and animals that call
longleaf forests home, tenaciously hanging on as their habitat
declined over the decades.

The deep roots of longleaf in our cultural history, the “tree
that built America.”



The community of people that have come

together around this ecosystem for

so many different reasons is truly

the heart of the pine.

Perhaps most importantly, there is the passion that people
feel for longleaf pine forests, something that stirs the soul and
creates an almost inexplicable devotion to this ecosystem.
Maybe the community of people that have come together
around this ecosystem for so many different reasons is truly
the heart of the pine. But why are we so drawn to longleaf?

I have a theory that connects to that stormy summer night
at camp. That was a long time ago, and a lot of water has
flowed through the tent since then, figuratively speaking. The
smell the next morning? It was longleaf pine that scented the
humid air as we walked down the trail on that sandy hill, and
it was different than any other woodsy smell I had experienced
up to that point in my life. I next found that scent again years
later in a National Forest as I sought to add the RCW to my
bird list. I even went back by the old Boy Scout camp a few
years ago to make sure I wasn’t succumbing to nostalgia, and
yes, those big pines were indeed mostly longleaf, albeit on a
somewhat degraded sandhill site that could use some fire. I've
been fortunate to spend a lot of time in the longleaf woods,
and every time, every single time, the smell of longleaf pine

after a rain takes me back to that morning 50-plus years ago
like it was yesterday (never mind how much that “plus” is).

I suppose I've come to what some call the autumn of life.
I'll be retiring soon, and I look forward to living life a little
more slowly and finally getting around to doing all those
things you never have the time for. I find myself thinking a
lot about time these days, how fast it goes by, and that more
of mine has passed than what remains. I wonder if one of the
reasons we are so drawn to longleaf pine might be that it
allows us to transcend, just a little bit, the constraints of the
relatively short time we have on this earth. We revere the old-
growth trees that remain today, the same trees that stood for
centuries before we were born. We plant seedlings, hoping
they will live long beyond our days. We trust the generations
after us to fulfill our vision through their stewardship,
turning what we've started into fully realized longleaf pine
ecosystems. Maybe the hint of an upper hand on Father Time
is the heart of the pine and a part of what drives the passion
and dedication of the longleaf community. It’s something to
think about in your spare time.








